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Abstract 



PURPOSETo achieve an aligner with an improved throughput by supplying an inactive gas into a space 
between the final optical member of a projection optical system and a sensitized substrate without 
surrounding the stage means of the sensitized substrate using a container. 

CONSTITUTION:For example, a plurality of blow-off ports 8 which are laid out in circumferential shape are 
provided at the lower edge part of a projection optical system PL. Nitrogen gas is supplied toward a wafer 
along the light axis of the projection optical system PL, namely in nearly vertical direction to the wafer 
surface. On the other hand, other blow-off ports 9 are provided on a wafer table 2. Nitrogen gas is supplied 
in nearly parallel direction to the wafer surface via the blow-off ports 9. Therefore, projection exposure can 
be made with a high inactive gas substitution rate by supplying nitrogen gas to a space between the lower 
edge of the projection optical system and the wafer along both directions without surrounding the container 
from the lower edge of the projection optical system to an entire wafer stage. 
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